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PRIOR LAKE-SPRING LAKE 
ORDERLY ANNEXATION BOARD 

Spring Lake Township Hall 
20381 Fairlawn Ave, Prior Lake, MN 55372 

6:00 p.m.  Tuesday, July 14, 2020 

I. Approval of Previous Minutes from November 2018 Prior Lake-Spring Lake 
Orderly Annexation Board Meeting 

II. Agenda Item – Highmark Companies-Applicant (PL#2020-035) 

A. Variance to Reduce the 25 Foot Setback to 10 Feet From a Local Road Right-of 
Way. 

Location: Section 9 
Township:  Spring Lake 
Current Zoning: UER 

III.  Agenda Item – Chad Adamek-Applicant (PL#2020-031) 

A. Request for Interim Use Permit to Operate a Public Dog Kennel.  

Location: Section 17 
Township:  Spring Lake 
Current Zoning: UER 

IV. General and Adjourn 
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PRIOR LAKE/SPRING LAKE ORDERLY ANNEXATION BOARD 
MEETING MINUTES of NOVEMBER 27, 2018 

The Prior Lake/Spring Lake Orderly Annexation Board held a meeting on Tuesday, November 27, 2018 at 
the Spring Lake Township Hall located at 20381 Fairlawn Avenue, Prior Lake MN 55372 

Meeting called to order at 6:04 PM. 

Members Present: Commissioner Barb Weckman-Brekke, Scott County 
Supervisor Ted Kowalski, Spring Lake Township 
Councilmember Zach Braid, City of Prior Lake 

Staff Present: Greg Wagner, Senior Planner; Nathan Hall, Associate Planner 

I. Roll Call and Introductions  

Commissioner Weckman-Brekke opened the meeting at 6:04pm and each Board member introduced themselves. 

II. Approval of October 2, 2018 Minutes 
.

Motion by Z/Braid to approve minutes of October 2, 2018 as written and distributed. 
Second by T/Kowalski. 

Voice Vote: Ayes 3 / Motion carries 
.   

III. Agenda Items 

PUBLIC HEARING – Rucker Variance 

A 100 foot variance to reduce the required 150 foot setback from a MN DNR Natural Environment Lake to 50 

feet in order to replace a non-compliance septic system. 

Location: Section 5 
Township: Spring Lake 
Current Zoning: RR-3 

N/Hall presented the request. 

Mr. Hall outlined additional background and analysis contained in the project staff report. Bohn Well Drilling 

Company on behalf of Carolyn Rucker is requesting a variance from the required 150 foot setback to a DNR 

Natural Environment Lake in order to install a new septic drain field system.  The Rucker property abuts and 

contains a portion of Howard Lake, a DNR Natural Environment Lake.  For parcels within the Shoreland Overlay 

Zoning District, the Scott County Zoning Ordinance requires a 150 foot setback from the Ordinance High Water 

Level (OHWL) of a natural environment lake to any septic tank or drain field.  The request is a 100 foot variance to 

reduce the required setback to 50 feet to the septic system from the OHWL.  The applicants’ current septic system 

consists of a septic tank, cesspool, and a rock drainfield and was installed in 1972 when the home was 

constructed.

As indicated, the existing system includes a cesspool located on the northern side of the home. The results of a 

recent compliance inspection by Scott County Environmental Health Staff indicate that the system is not in 

compliance because an unsealed tank (cesspool) is being used as part of the system. The applicant has noted that 
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the system is failing due to tank integrity and soil separation. The parcel was created in the 1972. The parcel was 

not created through the platting process and therefore a primary and alternate septic drainfield location was never 

proposed. The new septic system will be set back further than the existing system and will offer greater protection 

to public health and the natural environment lake. 

Criteria for Approval: 
1. Granting the variance will not be in conflict with the Comprehensive Plan. 

The proposal is in conformance with the Scott County 2030 Comprehensive Plan goals and policies for 

replacement of a non-compliant system that would benefit public health, safety, and general welfare. 

2. Exceptional or extraordinary circumstances apply to the property which do not generally apply to other 
properties in the same zoning district or vicinity, and result from lot size or shape, topography, or other 
circumstances over which the owners of property since the enactment of this Ordinance had no control.   

The property was developed prior to current shoreland rules requiring increased setbacks to protected waters.  

The standards for permitting sewage treatment systems have also changed since the existing system was 

installed.  

3. The literal interpretation of the provisions of this Ordinance would deprive the applicant of rights commonly 
enjoyed by other properties in the same district under the terms of this Ordinance. 

Literal interpretation of the Zoning Ordinance would not allow the property owners to replace the   non-

conforming septic system.     

4. That the special conditions or circumstances do not result from the actions of the applicant.

The circumstances are not based on actions of the applicants; The lot was created in 1972 prior to current 

shoreland and septic ordinance requirements.  The age of the system is also a factor in it needing to be 

replaced.   

5. That granting the variance requested will not confer on the applicant any special privilege that is denied by 
this Ordinance to owners of other lands, structures or buildings in the same district. 

The proposal would not provide the owner any special privileges denied to other property owners as similar 

shoreland setback variances have been granted for non-compliant septic systems.    

6. The variance requested is the minimum variance which would alleviate the practical difficulty. 

The new septic drainfield will be set back approximately 50’ from the OHWL, but due to soils and the location of 

the well, the proposed location is the only viable location on the property.   

7. The variance would not be materially detrimental or will not essentially alter the character of the property in the 
same zoning district.   
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Replacement of the non-conforming septic system would protect the natural environment lake from possible 

wastewater issues and any subsequent concerns for public health.   

8.  Economic considerations alone shall not constitute a practical difficulty if a reasonable use of the property 

otherwise exists under the provisions of this Ordinance. 

The proposal is not based on economic factors.   

Commissioner Weckman-Brekke opened the public hearing at 6:09pm.   

No public comment was received.  There were no questions from the Board.  Public Hearing was closed at 
6:10pm on motion by T/Kowalski, second by Z/Braid.  Approved 3-0 

Motion by T/Kowalski, second by Z/Braid to approve the requested 100 foot variance to reduce the required 

150 foot setback from a MN DNR Natural Environment Lake to 50 feet in order to replace a non-compliance 

septic system. 

Voice Vote:  Ayes 3 / Motion carries    

IV. General and Adjourn 

Commissioner Weckman-Brekke adjourned the meeting at 6:10pm 

__________________________________________ _______________________ 
Chair, Prior Lake/Spring Lake OAB  Date Minutes Approved

 __________________________________________ 
Greg Wagner, Scott County












































